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CONFIDENTIAL MOSCOW 13597 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PLOS, UR, TU, GR 

SUBJECT: SOVIET APPROACH TO AEGEAN DISPUTE: LOCAL REACTION 

REF: A. ATHENS 8744, B. ATHENS 8642, C. ANKARA 6290 

1 . SUMMARY. RECENT EMBASSY CONVERSATIONS WITH LOCAL 
TURKS AND GREEKS (TURKISH DCM KAMEL AUGUST 26, TURKISH 
FIRST SEC ATAMAN AUGUST 25, GREEK POL COUNSELOR POLITIS 
AUGUST 26) HAVE EVOKED MORE HEAT THAN LIGHT ON SOVIET 
APPROACH TO AEGEAN DISPUTE, THOUGH ALL AGREE CONCERN OVER 
FREE PASSAGE IS CENTRAL FOR SOVIETS AND DRIVES THEM DE 
FACTO TO TURKISH SIDE DESPITE FORMAL NEUTRALITY. TURKS 
MADE POINT THAT IF GREEKS ARE ENCOURAGED IN MARITIME 
ISSUES THEY WILL SURELY EXTEND TERRITORIAL WATERS TO 
12 MILES; IMPLICATION IS THEY ARE MAKING SAME POINT WITH 
SOVIETS. AT SAME TIME, SCENE OF ACTION IS CLEARLY 
ATHENS AND ANKARA RATHER THAN MOSCOW. END SUMMARY. 
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REF C, THAT SOVIETS HAD DELIVERED NOTE IN ANKARA PARALLEL 
TO THE ONE DELIVERED IN ATHENS, STRESSING NEGOTIATED SETTLE- 
MENT WITHOUT RESORT TO THREAT OR USE OF FORCE AND FREEDOM 
OF NAVIGATION. KAMEL SAW INTEREST IN FREE NAVIGATION 
AS NATURAL TO THE SOVIETS, SINCE GREEK CLAIM THAT 
ISLANDS HAVE SHELVES AND TURKISH LANDMASS HAS NONE WOULD 
TURN AEGEAN INTO A GREEK SEA. IF GREEKS ARE ENCOURAGED 
IN ANY WAY ON MARITIME ISSUES, THEY WILL EXTEND THEIR 
TERRITORIAL WATERS TO 12 MILES, AND SOVIETS KNOW IT. 

COMMENT. ALTHOUGH HE DID NOT SAY SO, IT SOUNDED AS IF 
TURKS HAVE DRAWN SOVIET ATTENTION TO THIS "ASPECT'' OF 
PROBLEM. END COMMENT. 

3. POLITIS, LONGTIME CYPRUS HAND ABOUT TO DEPART MOSCOW, 
WAS FULL OF HURT AND BILE OVER WHAT HE DESCRIBED AS 
OBVIOUS DE FACTO TILT DESPITE CAREFUL NEUTRALITY OF FORMAL 
SOVIET POSITION. GREECE IS SURROUNDED BY "NEUTRAL" ON- 
LOOKERS ENCOURAGING IT TO BOIL IN ITS OWN FAT, HE SAID. 
FREEDOM OF PASSAGE IS MAIN SHORT-RANGE SOVIET CONCERN: 

IT IS AMAZING, HE COMMENTED, HOW POWERS WITH LAWYERS 
WHO ARE SO CAREFUL ON OTHER TOPICS CAN BE SO SLOPPY, AND 
PREFER TO MIX "FREE PASSAGE" WITH "INNOCENT PASSAGE". 

OVER LONG TERM, MAIN SOVIET INTEREST IS TO KEEP POT 
BOILING UNTIL CHANGES OCCUR IN EITHER GREECE OR TURKEY 
WHICH DROP ONE OR THE OTHER INTO SOVIET LAP "LIKE A RIPE 
FIG;" HE THOUGHT THERE WAS MORE GROUND FOR OPTIMISM, 

FROM THE SOVIET POINT OF VIEW, ON TURKEY, BUT THEN BE- 
GAN TO DISCOURSE ON HOW KARAMANLIS WILL NOT ENJOY PRESENT 
AUTHORITY IN GREECE FOREVER. TALK WAS LIBERALLY SPRINKLED 
WITH REFERENCES TO THE WAS "SUPERPOWERS" BEHAVE, OBVIOUSLY 
NOT LIMITED IN HIS MIND TO USSR. 

4. COMMENT: CONTRAST BETWEEN TURKISH SERENITY AND GREEK 
ANGER IS MAIN LOCAL EFFECT OF SOVIET EVENHANDEDNESS, BUT 
ACTION IS OBVIOUSLY IN ATHENS AND ANKARA RATHER THAN 
MOSCOW. CONCEIVABLY, SOVIET APPROACH COULD SWEETEN UP 
TURKISH ATTITUDE TOWARD "POLITICAL DOCUMENT" AND DEMIREL 
VISIT. WE HOPE TO BE KEPT ON LINE FOR REPORTING. END 
COMMENT. 

STOESSEL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 MOSCOW 13597 271833Z 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: FOREIGN RELATIONS, DISPUTES, DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS, TERRITORIAL CLAIMS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 27 AUG 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: coburnhl 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976MOSCOW13597 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760328-0671 
From: MOSCOW 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 976081 3/aaaaakgk.tel 

Line Count: 107 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 76 ATHENS 8744, 76 ATHENS 8642, 76 ANKARA 6290 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: coburnhl 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 21 APR 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <21 APR 2004 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <24 AUG 2004 by coburnhb 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SOVIET APPROACH TO AEGEAN DISPUTE: LOCAL REACTION 
TAGS: PFOR, PLOS, UR, TU, GR 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



